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The Waterbus on the Zenne Canal between Vilvoorde and Brussels


A sustainable and traffic-jam-free alternative for urban mobility
Since 2013, the Waterbus has offered an innovative, pleasant, and traffic-jam-free alternative for travel between Vilvoorde and Brussels. In a region that is becoming increasingly urbanized and struggling with chronic traffic congestion, the Waterbus is a logical, sustainable, and comfortable choice.
The route follows the Senne Canal and connects, in a direct line, Vilvoorde, Neder-over-Heembeek, Schaerbeek, Laeken, Molenbeek, and downtown Brussels, among other locations.

Multifunctional Transportation
The Waterbus is intended for commuting, recreational travel, and tourism. For those who live, work, or spend their leisure time along the canal, the Waterbus will become a natural part of daily life.

The Canal Zone: The Backbone of Urban Development
Today, the Canal Zone serves as a central axis of development within the Brussels-Capital Region and its northern outskirts. While traffic pressure increases and parking space becomes scarce, the canal flows freely without traffic jams or congestion.
Following the example of other cities where passenger transport by boat has been successful, Brussels by Water, Kanaaltochten Brabant, and Scaldisnet are joining forces in this mobility project. The Waterbus complements traditional public transportation and creates new markets and transportation options via the water.

The Waterbus: A Sustainable Mobility Project
From the very beginning, the Waterbus was conceived as a sustainable transportation alternative for the city and its suburbs. Unlike many other modes of transportation:
· the Waterbus causes no traffic congestion or air pollution;
· the Waterbus uses existing infrastructure, such as quays and docking stations, requiring minimal investment;
· the Waterbus does not take up any additional public space - which is essential in a densely built-up urban environment;
· transportation takes place without noise pollution or on-site CO₂ emissions (especially when using hybrid or electric vessels);
· the Waterbus project supports the shift from car traffic to sustainable and shared transportation.
By transporting passengers via water, the Waterbus reduces the number of cars on the road, relieves pressure on the urban traffic infrastructure, and contributes to livable, accessible, and climate-friendly cities.
The project is fully aligned with the objectives of sustainable urban development, the circular economy, and European climate goals.

Connectivity and Stops
The Waterbus stops connect with the services offered by existing public transportation companies and are located near residential areas, schools, parks, businesses, commercial centers, and tourist attractions.
During major events in Brussels, visitors can leave their cars at a parking lot outside the city to reach the city center quickly and easily.
This multimodal connection improves access to the canal zone and contributes to a modal shift in the region.

Schedule
The Waterbus operates from May 1 through October 31, with adjusted frequencies:
· spring and fall (May 1-June 30 & August 16-October 31):
· Monday through Friday;
· summer schedule (July 1-August 15): daily, including weekends!
Current schedule: https://www.waterbus.eu/en/timetableAndRates.php 

Fares
Ticket type   	 Price
One-way ticket    	€ 3.50
Round-trip ticket   	 € 7.00
Child under 12   	 50% discount
Child under 3   	 Free
Reservations and advance payment are required: https://www.waterbus.eu/en/webshop/index

Vision for the Future: Expansion of Services
The Waterbus continues to evolve as a permanent transportation alternative.
In the future, the goal is to:
· deploy more boats on the route;
· provide more frequent departures, especially during peak hours;
· facilitate multimodal connections with other public transportation options.
This expansion will respond to growing demand and the canal’s increasing importance as a mobility corridor in the region.

More info
info@waterbus.eu | www.waterbus.eu 
https://www.facebook.com/Waterbus/ 
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